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FOUR-YEAR-OLD PRIMARY EDUCATION, RURAL PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

535. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education:   
With regard to the introduction of primary school education for four-year-old children in 2003 by the State 
Government, particularly in relation to rural primary schools such as Dandaragan Primary School and to 
previous questions without notice Nos 340 and 453 -  

(1) Will the minister table a list of the rural primary schools that received funding - out of the 54 schools in 
15 educational districts - in the 2002-03 budget of $7.95 million, including specific amounts and details 
about what the money was provided for in each case?  

(2) Was Dandaragan Primary School considered for receiving a portion of the allocation of $7.95 million, 
and what were the specific criteria upon which it was assessed and subsequently rejected?   

(3) Given that the Department of Education guidelines appear to be based on crude averages, does the 
minister understand that this would necessitate incorporating years 2, 3 and 4 into the middle room of 
Dandaragan Primary School, thereby increasing the class size to 27, which is well over the maximum 
class limit of 24 for years 1 to 3; and, if so, is this considered an acceptable educational outcome for 
those children?  

Hon GRAHAM GIFFARD replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question.  The minister’s answer is as follows -  
With regard to the expansion of the pre-compulsory kindergarten program by the State Government for four-
year-olds in 2001, in which Dandaragan has elected to participated from 2003 - 

(1) I seek leave to table a spreadsheet in response and have it incorporated into Hansard.  
Leave granted.  [See paper No 640.] 
[See page No 4356.] 
Hon GRAHAM GIFFARD:   

(2) On 4 February 2002, the Midlands Education District Office sent a letter to all schools in its district 
advising principals of the process of identifying capital works priorities.  No submission was received 
from Dandaragan Primary School.  

(3) The Department of Education provides sufficient teacher full-time equivalents to form classes from 
kindergarten to year 7 within the recommended class sizes.  The structuring of the classes and the 
allocation of the teachers within the school is the principal’s responsibility.  The principal considers 
student’s needs and recommended class sizes as well as the need to make optimum use of the available 
resources in decisions regarding the school structure.  Several staffing options for Dandaragan Primary 
School would comply with recommended class sizes.  The principal, in consultation with the school 
staff, may elect to operate with class sizes above the recommended level and provide increased support 
to compensate for this variation if this is perceived as the best structure to meet student needs.  
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